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Detour is a brand new bluegrass band hailing from  Northern Michigan.  Detour combines original contemporary bluegrass sounds along with great traditional  favorites.  With tight focused harmonies, precision instrumentals, and creative melodies, Detour takes you down a unique bluegrass road.  

Detour features the stellar banjo playing of 2001 National Banjo Champion Mike Sumner, the high lonesome vocals and low lonesome string bass of Zak Bunce, the soulful guitar of Scott Zylstra, the smokin’ fiddle of Peter Knupfer and the hard driving mandolin and superb song writing of Jeff Rose.

 Detour has quickly become a standout new bluegrass band --- “a bluegrass joyride”.    Detour performs high energy, high quality, original  music that appeals to a broad audience and is  fun for the whole family.

Detour has enjoyed a highly successful first season receiving great critical acclaim at numerous concerts and festivals including Dunegrass, Coopers Glen and Wheatland.

Detour is currently busy in the studio putting the final touches on  their first CD “Radio Hill”.   This recording features several fresh new original songs and tunes, a few traditional bluegrass songs, and a couple of surprises that are drawn from fan favorites.  Radio Hill is set for a spring 2007 release date.

3315 Rose Road, Brethren, MI 49619
231-477-5124                e-mail:  info@detourbluegrass.com   www.detourbluegrass.com
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Scott Zylstra plays guitar and sings lead and harmony vocals.  He is a master of tone, taste and timing and propels the band forward with his superb rhythm and tasteful lead work.   Scott has played in a number of bands throughout Michigan including the Porkypines.  Scott is the owner of Frontier Recording, a highly successful recording and production studio. Scott’s distinctive guitar style is always an immediate crowd favorite. 
 


Zak  Bunce “drives” the Detour sound  with the doghouse bass.  Zak started 
singing and playing music at an early age in one of Michigan's leading roots family bands, Lake Effect.  Zak has also performed extensively with his sister,  Rachael Davis.  Even though Zak doesn’t look like he could ever be lonesome, when he sings lead he reaches out and grabs that high lonesome sound.    
Jeff Rose  plays mandolin and sings lead and harmony vocals.   His songwriting helps Detour to stand out with fresh new material that is progressive yet comfortable.  Jeff’s bluegrass roots run deep in Eastern Kentucky.  He toured extensively for over twenty years with Iowa Rose, the High Canyon Ramblers, and the Porkypines.  He has also led numerous workshops on songwriting, mandolin, and guitar technique.  
Mike Sumner has established himself within the bluegrass world as one of the finest five string banjo players around.  A winner of numerous banjo contests including; the Winfield National Banjo Championship, the Merlefest Banjo Contest, and Rockygrass, Mike is one of the most musical banjo players in the biz today.  Mike brings a number of original tunes to the band and also sings lead and harmony vocals.  He also has led numerous workshops on banjo technique.  Mike hails from  Southern Indiana.   When asked; “Hoosier favorite banjo player?”, we all agree it’s Mike!    Mike and Jeff are also the current reigning International Bluegrass Music Association Golf Champions.
Peter Knupfer has been a professional fiddle player for over 30 years.  Trained formally starting in the 4th grade, he later was so inspired by a recording of the late legendary
fiddler Vassar Clements that he took up bluegrass and country fiddle upon graduation from the University of Wisconsin.  He went on to record, travel, and perform with a number of bands in the Midwest, including 'Grass, Food & Lodging.  Peter won state fiddle championships in Wisconsin and Kansas and has become a popular session fiddler.  Peter holds the current band record for the most years spent in college - he teaches U.S. History at Michigan State University, and he holds the current Detour record for most daughters at home – five.

www.detourbluegrass.com
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What others are saying about Detour…

“Detour is a bluegrass joyride; precision instrumentals, insightful songwriting, soulful singing. They did a great job of connecting with our audience. Detour will become a favorite on the bluegrass music scene." 

Mark Schrock: Greater Fennville Chamber of Commerce 'Tuesdays in the Park" concerts  

"There are always new bluegrass bands popping up around the country, many of them good.  Once in a while one will just drop your jaw and give you the shivers in a good way.  Detour does that to you and will soon be a nationally recognized bluegrass name."   

Eldon Whitford, Whitford Guitars/Author of "Gibson's Fabulous Flat-Top Guitars”

"Detour made their debut at the 33rd annual Wheatland Festival-they turned many heads with good original songs and solid playing. I have a feeling we've not seen the last of Detour in Remus"

Tom Ball, Vice-President Board of Directors -Wheatland Music Organization

"Detour gave an awesome performance for our 4th of July celebration at Crystal Mountain!" 
Susan Garber Vigland, Director of Snow Sports & Recreation – Crystal Mountain Resort
"Detour is a hot band, these guys are great pickers."
  John McEuen, Nitty Gritty Dirt Band


“…Rooted in traditional bluegrass with a fresh approach all their own, these guys are great, and they’re lots of fun!”

Jim Gillespie, Executive Director – Bliss Fest Music Organization

www.detourbluegrass.com
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More of What Others are Saying about Detour…

My wife and I enjoyed your concert in Cadillac this evening immensely.  We look forward to seeing you again in Brown Town Hall in January. The level of talent in your band is extraordinary and I'm sure you'll do well.  

Robert 
Thanks for a wonderful concert on Saturday night...I heard you guys pick at Cooper’s Glen in Kalamazoo and told my best friend what a great band you were and how much I enjoyed your performance- she, in turn, took me to Cadillac for the night  - enjoying your music again was my birthday present! Thanks - it was great - you guys are amazing musicians...the gift from Robin was better than another candle or pair of earrings...(
We will certainly be here in Kalamazoo to hear you again (in February) and will scoop up as many bluegrass fans as we can...

We are your Kalamazoo fan club!

peace to you all,  

Donna

 p.s. driving home Sunday to Kalamazoo we made up a couple of bumper stickers...

Got Mograss?      I'm not a hillbilly - I'm Appalachian American...

 

Letter to the Editor, Kalamazoo Gazette - Reviewer shouldn’t have ignored group

Having spent 12 enjoyable hours at Cooper’s Glen Music Festival on August 26, I feel the review of the festival by Mark Wedel totally ignored a wonderful new group who really deserves everyone’s attention.  The group, Detour, was the first group on Saturday to get a standing ovation and was called back for an encore.  Also while Wedel mentioned everyone else who was called up to play with John McEun at the end of the day, he failed to mention Jeff Rose from Detour who played mandolin with McEuen and the group.  When a group like Detour, made up of Jeff Rose, Scott Zylstra, Zak Bunce, and Mike Sumner, cause as much excitement as they did with their first appearance at the festival, I feel they should get some credit in print for their music.   

Jacqueline

“I would go out of my way to see this band!” 

 Jim

"Let me just say that DETOUR RULES…Detour is now my favorite bluegrass band."  

Dawn

 www.detourbluegrass.com





















